[Determination of the degree of severity of cerebral contusions].
Three degrees of severity of the brain contusion are generally distinguished today for working out the most rational and purposeful treatment. It is quite difficult to judge the severity of the contusion from the neurological picture alone because neurological manifestations of the brain contusions are very diverse and dynamic in character. The authors analysed 630 case records of patients with contusion of the brain and disclosed signs most characteristic of each degree of contusion. In appraising the severity of the contusion, the authors recommend resorting to the laboratory and instrumental diagnostic methods accepted currently in neurosurgical practice in addition to the neurological examination. The complex method of appraising the patients' condition makes the determination of the degree of severity of the brain contusion more trustworthy and objective.